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FM AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5646 
INFO AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 

UNCLAS DAR ES SALAAM 2886 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, TZ 

SUBJ: NATURAL GAS IN TANZANIA 

1. ACCORDING LOCAL MEDIA OE JULY 17, MINISTER FOR WATER 
ENERGY AND MINERALS ANNOUNCED TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY THAT 
TANZANIA HAS THIRTY BILLION CUBIC LITRES OF NATURAL GAS AT SONGO 
SONGO, AN ISLAND THIRTY-TWO KILOMETERS OEF THE SOUTHERN COAST. 
NATURAL GAS DEPOSIT WAS DISCOVERED IN 1974 AND TESTS HAVE NOW 
PROVED COMMERCIAL QUANTIES. 

2. THE MINISTER REPORTED THAT 82 PER CENT OF THE GAS IDENTIFIED 
COULD BE RECOVERED FOR COMMERCIAL USE. 

NINETY POINT SEVEN 

SEVEN PER CENT OE IT IS METHANE, NINE POINT ZERO SEVEN PER CENT 
IS ETHANE AND POINT ONE SIX PER CENT IS PROPANE. ETHANE COMPOND 
WOULD BE USED EOR FABRICATION OF PLASTIC PIPES AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF A NITROGENOUS EERTILISER PLANT WHICH WOULD MAKE AMMONIA 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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AND UREA. 

3. MINISTER TOLD THE ASSEMBLY THAT IT WOULD BE SOME YEARS 
BEEORE TANZANIA COULD REAP ANY BENEFITS FROM THE DEPOSIT AND 
EVEN THEN THEY WOULD BE MODEST. 

4. THE WORK OF PROVING THE GAS FIELD WAS A JOINT EFFORT 
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INVOLVING THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA THROUGH THE OIL AND NATURAL 
GAS COMMISSION OF INDIA, THE GOVERNMENT OF NORWAY THROUGH 
NORAD. THE EVALUATION OE DATA WAS BY NORWEGIAN PETROLEUM 
DIRECTORATE. 

5. SWAHILI DAILY UHURU OE JULY 18, CHARACTERIZED THE GAS 
DISCOVERY AS MILESTONE IN TANZANIA'S EIGHT FOR ECONOMIC 
INDEPENDENCE. IT SAID THE GAS WILL BE AS IMPORTANT TO TANZANIA 
AS PETROLEUM IS TO OPEC MEMBERS. 

SPAIN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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